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times, undoubtedly, Mr. "White arrives at erroneous conclusions, and 
now and then sees objects in a light in which they do not present them- 
selves to other eyes. This is so much the better ; for while it exhibits 
his original ways of thinking, it stimulates also our own critical fac- 
ulties, and challenges the investigation of subjects which cannot lose 
their interest to the literary world. It is quite sufficient to make " Shake- 
speare's Scholar" a work absolutely useful and valuable, that its views 
are generally sound, and its critical conclusions commonly true. "We 
sincerely regret that we have no space to designate points in regard to 
which we differ with the author ; but still more, that we are unable to 
express, in a more complete and extended form, the grounds of our 
decisive approbation of a work of so much value to literature, of such 
real utility and sterling merit. 



2. — Palestine. Description Geographique, Historique, et Archeolo- 
gique. Par S. Munk, Employe au Departement des Manuscrits 
de la Bibliotheque Royale. Paris : Firmin Didot Freres. 8vo. 
pp. 704. 

This work forms one of the volumes of the " Univers Pittoresque," 
commenced by Messrs. Didot several years ago. It is the most valu- 
able and thorough of the series, and contains a more condensed, digested, 
and comprehensive account of the " Holy Land " than we have seen in 
any language. The author's connection with the " manuscript depart- 
ment " in the Royal Library of Paris gave him rare and peculiar 
facilities, and he has brought together in this compilation an extraor- 
dinary amount of information and research. The method of the work 
is exact and admirable. It is divided intone books. Theirs* treats of 
the physical geography and topography of Palestine ; the second, of the 
pagan races which inhabited the land before and after the Hebrew 
invasion ; the third, of the Hebrew history ; the fourth, of Hebrew 
archeology and antiquities ; and theftfth, of the history of Palestine and 
the Jews, from the exile in Babylon to the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans. In an appendix is added the history of the land during the 
last eighteen centuries. This summary of subjects gives no idea of the 
masterly fulness with which every topic included under these general 
heads is treated. The work is printed in double columns, with small 
type. Notes, explanatory and illustrative, from books of travel, histo- 
ries, poems, philosophies, of every language and every age, from He- 
rodotus to Dr. Robinson, are copiously supplied at the bottom of the 
page. Nothing seems to have been neglected or omitted, and yet there 
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is not a word too much. The complete table of subjects would seem to 
render an index unnecessary. But a most complete index is furnished. 
Even the seventy maps and plates which are affixed are severally ex- 
plained, and a list is given of the more important works of travel, from the 
Bourdeaux Itinerary to the present day. The style of the work is clear, 
flowing, and perfectly adapted to the various themes, never turgid and 
never dry. Its scientific spirit does not exclude a reverential tone, and 
the veracity of the Scripture accounts is never needlessly questioned. 
Constant references are made to the Old Testament books, as well as 
to the Talmuds and Josephus. "We are glad to notice, also, that M. 
Munk, though skilled in Continental lore, draws largely from English 
sources. No language has helped us to more correct information con- 
cerning the Oriental lands than the English. 



3. — Chrestomathie Frangaise. Par M. Vinet. Bale. 1851. 

This is the title of a work in three volumes, containing selections from 
the best French writers, and prepared for the use of young persons by 
the late M. Vinet, one of the pastors of the Reformed Church in Swit- 
zerland. Each extract is preceded by a short biographical notice of 
the author from whose works it is taken, and accompanied by notes, 
calling the attention of the reader to those peculiarities of idiom and 
grammatical construction which constitute the niceties of a language. 
These volumes have the additional merit of giving specimens of the 
style, not only of such writers as are considered classical, but of the 
best of our own day. Thus, in the first volume we find an interesting 
episode in the life of John of Brittany, taken from Barante's spirited 
History of the Dukes of Burgundy ; next, " The Departure for the First 
Crusade," by Michaud, followed by " The Battle of Hastings," from 
Thierry's History of the Norman Conquest, and the " Death of Charles 
I.," by Guizot. Then we have some extracts from the French memoir- 
writers, calculated to tempt the youthful reader to pursue this most 
entertaining and instructive branch of literature ; also, at the close of 
the volume, some very good selections from the best French poets, 
among which we notice one from Casimir Delavigne, whose writings 
are not so well known in this country as they deserve to be. The other 
two volumes, intended for the use of older scholars, contain equally 
judicious selections. The entire work, if republished, might, we think, 
be introduced with advantage into schools in this country. 



